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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE 


By Gerry Villhauer — WOGV 


S 


Hello DRC Members, 


WOW! Can you believe it; it is fall already! Where did the summer go? Hopefully we will get some of that won- 
derful Colorado Indian Summer weather before we see any significant amount of the “white stuff”. | still have a 
home antenna project | would like to finish, but, | guess | have to start it first. 


The big news this month is the results of our elections for board members and club officers. Each year we elect 
four of our eight board members for a two year term. Two of our four board members choose not to seek re- 
election. So first | want to thank Jack (WOJMC) and Art (KOBAT) for their service for the past two years. 


This year we had six candidates toss their hat in for a board position: Gerry Villhauer (WOGV), Dave Gillespie 
(KOHTX), Bryan Steinberg (KBOA), Kevin Schmidt (ADOGX), Jan Dickover (WYOJ) and Barb Stuart (KDOSYD). 
Drum Roll Please... The elected members were, Gerry (WOGV), Dave (KOHTX), Bryan, (KBOA) and Kevin, 
(ADOGX). Thanks to all of you who stepped up to seek one of these important club positions. 


Following the board election, there were elections for the four principle officers. There were no changes to the 
officer line up. President, Gerry (WOGV), Vice President, Dave (KOHTX), Treasurer, Jim (KOTOR) and Secre- 
tary, Orlen (WWOLF). | would like to give my personal “Thank You” to the members for having confidence to re- 
elect me as your President. And | am sure the other board members thank you for selecting them as well. 


As announced, we did not have a program for September. We did have some good discussion and | brought 
the members up to date on club happenings and plans. This month’s program is one you will not want to miss 
for sure. Rob Steenburgh (ADOIU) from NOAA, will be telling us about “Solar Weather”. He will explain how 
solar weather affects radio propagation and our ability to communicate and transmit RF energy around the 
world. NOAA monitors solar activity and gives us a means to react to the many solar events that happen daily. 
Mark your calendar for our meeting and program on October 21st. More details on the program in this issue of 
the RT. Thanks to all of you who recently joined and made the DRC “Your Club”. Please stay active on the air, 
come to meetings, programs and events. Your name and call will be listed in the body of the Round Table. 


73 for now, 
Gerry (WOGV) 
President 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING - WHAT’D I Miss? 
By Bill, WEOAV 


There were 37 attendees. This meeting was devoted to club officer elections. After introductions, Gerry (WOGV) 
explained the board members’ duties and requirements. With one nomination from the floor, there were five candi- 
dates. After the votes were tallied, Gerry announced the election results which are detailed in his president’s mes- 
sage at the beginning of this issue. 


Gerry then covered the following items: 


e The DRC will be celebrating its 100" anniversary next year. The board is looking for a chairman to setup activ- 
ities for the anniversary, such as a special events station. Volunteers should contact a board member. 


@ The membership roster will go electronic to save printing and mailing costs. This will save Bob (KCOCZ), our 
membership chairman, a lot of work. Also, this will enable the roster to be easily kept up to date. 


e@ The technical committee is studying the feasibility of building an AllStar Link voter system. 
© Overview of the upcoming improvements scheduled for the Centennial Cone repeaters. 


The meeting ended with drawings for club Fusion radio tee shirts. 


Gerry Calling For Nominations “And The Candidates Are...” Jack (WOJMC) Collecting Votes 


~ GET PUBLISHED ~ 


We welcome and encourage all members to share their experiences and stories so that we 
can all learn from one another. It can be long or short. If we can’t fit it into one newsletter, we 
can split it across multiple issues. Not a writer? We have volunteers that will listen to your story 
and put it into an article, and of course you will have the opportunity to review and approve pri- 
or to publication. Your contribution to the club is welcomed and appreciated. ~Editor 
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WHoO’s NEw IN THE DRC? 


The DRC is a very active club in the Denver metro area 
and we’d like to have all of our members listen for these 
new calls and personally to make them feel welcome. 


Brennan Pate KEOFBK 
Richard "Rich" Brackle NOFAK 
Rita Pilger KEOEUS 


Welcome to our newest members. We have a number 
of activities throughout the year and we’d like very 
much for you to participate in serving your community. 


If you have questions please feel free to ask on any of 
the repeaters or see the contact information on the last 
page of this publication. Also please join us once a 
month at the regular club meeting on the 3rd Wednes- 
day at 7:00 p.m. For new hams we have the Elmer ses- 
sion which starts at 6:00 p.m. before the regular meet- 


ing. 


More information can be found on the Denver Radio 
Club website at http://www.w0Otx.org. 


TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Bill, W6OAV 


The following is an overview of the subjects discussed 


September Technical Committee Meeting 


at the September Technical Committee meeting. The 
project coordinators’ call signs are in red. 


AllStar Link Voter System (W6O0AV) 

Goal: Discuss the feasibility of establishing an AllStar 
Link Voter system. 

Status: WOGV will use his computer to test and become 
familiar with the AllStar Link Asterisk software. WOGV 
will also investigate developing a very small inexpen- 
sive package for the remote receiver sites. The results 
will be used to determine the feasibility of establishing 


an AllStar Link voter system. 


Voter System Expansion - East (WOGV) 

Goal: Locate additional remote sites. 

Status: Project on hold as the tech committee investi- 
gates the feasibility of building an AllStar Link voter sys- 
tem. 


145.49/448.625 Repeater - Controller and Radio Up- 
grade (ACOUA) 

Goal: Replace the S Com 7k with a preprogrammed S 
Com 7330 and replace the Sytnors with Kenwoods. 
Status: ACOUA installed the equipment in the rack pro- 
vided by WWOLF. ACOUA has been wiring, configuring 
and testing the controller/radios for proper operation. 
An installation work party has been scheduled for Sep- 
tember 26". 


DRC/TSA Aurora Site (WOGV) 

Goal: Maintain contact with TSA relative to establishing 

a “communications room ‘for the DRC. 

Status: The TSA has assigned a contact person for the 

DRC. WOGV is working on meeting with him as soon as 
possible. 


Packet Gateway (W6OAV) 

Goal: Re-design the gateway for more reliability. 
Status: Kantronics sent a new firmware upgrade which 
WE6EOAV installed in the KAM XL TNC. However, the 
firmware tests can’t be performed since the gateway is 
shut down (See next item below). The club has a Time- 
wave PK900 to replace the KAM should future tests 
show that the new firmware is not reliable. 


Noise at Station 4 (WWOLF) 

Goal: Locate, document the power line noise source(s) 
and contact Xcel to correct. 

Status: WWOLF is gathering the equipment and will co- 
ordinate the tests. In the meantime, the HF side of the 
gateway is disabled as the gateway is “deaf” due to the 
extreme HF power line noise level. 


Establish a DRC YouTube Channel (KBOA) 

Goal: Provide access to various DRC videos. 

Status: KBOA has obtained a channel. He will forward 
log-in info to W6OAV and to others. 


~ Editor’s Note: The Technical Committee 
meeting is open to members of the DRC. It is 
held in the Arvada room, starting at 6:00 p.m. 
on the evening of the DRC monthly meeting. 
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NOAA OUTREACH TIME IS HERE 
By FRED, AAOJK 


Are you ready? Robert “Rob” Steenburgh (ADOIU), will be visiting from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration (NOAA) to give the DRC members a presentation on Solar Weather and how it affects propagation. 
Our ability to communicate, transmitting RF around the globe. 


KeisyLopez : facebook. com/Keisylllustrations S. 
Inti-The Sun God © Keisy Illustrations, Provided Courtesy of Keisy Lopez 


Time to brush-up on your Solar vocabulary, and get those questions you may have answered. As far back in rec- 
orded history the sun and earth relationship has been of major interest. Records characterized ancient civilizations 
as sun worshipers. But is that the proper term? 


They knew the importance of their star. They studied, and recorded, solar events. Calendars were made showing 
the seasonal solar equinox. Crops were planted and harvested by these calendars. Social events were celebrated 
according to the solar time table. 


Today solar activity is much more critical. We depend on technology that is subject to Geomagnetic storms, solar 
mass ejections, X-Ray, and Gamma radiation. NOAA monitors solar activity giving us some means of reacting to 
these events. 


Critical communication networks are dependent on satellites that can be rendered inoperative due to solar mass 
ejections and solar wind. Amateur radio operators see daily, the effects of solar activity, and propagation on their 
ability to communicate. Join the DRC, as Rob visits us from NOAA on October 21st. 


QST, QST, QST......08 


The club is looking to add Sunday Net Control Operators. We would like to have 
several operators trained, so there can be a rotation of operators to relieve one 
person from net control duty every Sunday. If you would like to fill one of these 
important club roles, please contact either Jim (KOTOR), or Gerry (WOGV). Con- 
tact information can be found on the DRC webpage. You must have a reliable 
base type station to serve as Net Control Operator. 
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AMATEUR RADIO PARITY ACT OF 2015 DRC ByYLaws 
Submitted By Fred, AAOJK Submitted By DRC Board 


ARRL President Kay Craigie, N3KN, has taken strong 


exception to certain claims being made by community 
association organizations about the Amateur Radio Par- 
ity Act of 2015 — H.R. 1301 and S. 1685. 


http://www.arrl.org/news/opponents-representations-of- At the September 23” Denver Radio Club Board meet- 


parity-act-s-purpose-just-not-true-arrl-president-says ing the seven Board members present voted to petition 
the membership to amend the By-Laws of the Denver 


http://www.arrl.org/amateur-radio-parity-act Radio Club at the next membership meeting as follows: 
Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2015 ARTICLE II Section 2. Meetings. 

Directs the Federal Communications Commission to Regular monthly meetings of the Club shall normally be 
amend regulations concerning the held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30 
height and dimensions of station P.M. 


antenna structures to prohibit a 
private land use restriction from 
applying to amateur service com- 
munications if the restriction pre- 
cludes such communications, fails 
to accommodate such communica- 
tions, or does not constitute the 


Amend to read: Regular monthly meetings of the 
Club shall normally be held on the third Wednesday of 
each month. 


ARTICLE II Section 2 A. 
Annual meeting. The annual meeting of the members 
shall be held on the third Wednesday in September of 


minimum practicable restriction to each year at 7:30 P.M. ... 
accomplish the legitimate purpose of the private entity | Amend to read: Annual meeting. The annual meet- 
seeking to enforce the restriction. ing of the members shall be held on the third Wednes- 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house- day in September of each year. ... 
bill/1301 
ARTICLE II Section 3. 
Contacting Your Congressional Representatives Notice of meetings. Notice of meetings of the members 
shall be given by mail at least two days prior to such 
Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) meeting. Mailing of the Club bulletin shall be considered 
1410 Longworth HOB sufficient notice. 
Washington, DC 20515 Amend to read: Notice of meetings. Notice of meet- 
Phone: 202-225-2645 ings of the members shall be given by mail at least two 
days prior to such meeting. Mailing or electronic delivery 
Sen. Michael Bennett (D-CO) of the Club bulletin shall be considered sufficient notice. 
458 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 ARTICLE Ill Section 7. 
Phone: 202-224-5852 Notice of Directors Meetings. Notice of meetings of the 
Directors must be made at least 24 hours prior to such 
Sen. Cory Gardner (R-CO) meeting. 
B40B Dirksen Senate Office Building Amend to read: Notice of Directors Meetings. Notice 
Washington, DC 20510 of meetings of the Directors must be made at least 24 
Phone: 202-224-5941 hours prior to such meeting by mail or electronic means. 


ARTICLE VI. SEAL. 
The Club shall have a seal which shall be in the form of 
WHAT IF THE WEATHER CHANGES? a circle and shall bear the name of the club and the date 


of incorporation. 
As every Coloradoan knows our weather can take a Amend to read: The Club shall have a seal which 


sudden change for the worse. If we should experi- shall be in the form of a circle and shall bear the name 
ence a turn in the weather on the day of our monthly of the club. 


DRC meeting it may be necessary to cancel the 

meeting. If this should happen listen for meeting sta- Gerry Villhauer (WOGV), Dave Gillespie (KOHTX), Jim 
tus reports on 145.49 or 448.625 MHz repeaters dur- Beall (KOTOR), Orlen Wolf (WWOLF), Jason Smallwood 
ing the afternoon on the day of the meeting. (ACOUA), Larry Irons (KOLAI), Kevin Schmitt (ADOGX) 
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WOTX LEARNING NET REPORT 


OCTOBER MEETING PRESENTATION 


By Bill, WEOAV 


Questions: 

Where are we in the solar cycle? What is space weath- 
er and how does it affect the ionosphere? How do | 
make the most of the ionosphere we have? What is the 
Space Weather Prediction Center and how can it help 
me do more with my radios? If you are interested in 
learning answers to these questions, plan to attend the 
October club meeting. Rob Steenburgh (ADOIU), space 
scientist and radio amateur, will answer these questions 
and more. 


Rob’s Biography 


| earned my license as a high school freshman in 

1980. My call was KA8JBY (Ohio). | was off the air from 
1985-2007. Since I’ve returned, | operate exclusively 
QRP CW using an HW-8, a Wilderness Sierra, or an 
ATS-4B. My antenna is a Butternut HF6V-X and occa- 
sionally | fire up a home brew 50W amp. On rare occa- 
sions | operate a BC-458A | restored with my son Daniel 
(KDOBMG). | enjoy home brewing equipment, restoring 
radios and oscilloscopes, and learning. I’m an inert 
member of the Boulder and Longmont amateur radio 
clubs, BCARES, ARRL, QRPARCI, CWOps, NAQCC, 
and FPQRP clubs. | was an active elmer in the Boulder 
Amateur Radio Club Juniors from 2007-2009. 


I've been a meat cutter’s apprentice (1981-1983), a vol- 
unteer firefighter (1983-1985), a 911 dispatcher (1984- 
85), an Air Force weather forecaster (1985-2009), anda 
space weather forecaster (2007-present). | served for 
17 months in NASAs Space Radiation Analysis Group 
at Johnson Space Center (2009-2010) and was the Ra- 
diation Mission Manager for STS-130. | was promoted 
to Space Scientist in 2014, and my duties now involve 
facilitating Research to Operations (R2O) and Opera- 
tions to Research (O2R) efforts, accomplishing valida- 
tion and verification of models and forecast products, 
designing and implementing training, and engaging in 
public outreach activities. 


ATTENTION 


The DRC Board of Directors meetings are 
held on the 4th Wednesday of the month and 
are open to any member. Due to scheduling 
of meeting space, the board does not always 


meet at the same location and on occasion 
meetings are held via Skype. Anyone wishing 

to attend, please contact a board member 
prior to meeting night for specific information. 


By Fred, AAOJK 


Thanks to all that joined us this month ® 
for the Learning Net and WOTX group \ >» 
question and answer session at the S 

club meeting. 


The interaction is great and we are learning a great deal 
from our fellow amateurs. Some of the subjects dis- 
cussed this month: 


RF Radiation and Electromagnetic Field Safety 
Using the ARRL QSL Bureau Service 

Station Grounding for Amateur Radio 

Magnetic Loop Antennas 

Should | fuse the negative lead of the transmitter 
wiring on my mobile station? 

e Learning CW. 

e Contest activities and getting those coveted QSL 
cards. 


Need help with my antenna. This subject always brings 
out the amateur radio spirit in the group. Along with oth- 
er help topics. Thanks to all that make this net a great 
and informative gathering. If you are listening and don’t 
yet have your license, you can contact us at the WOTX 
web-site wOtx@woOtx.org. Also elmer@wo0Otx.org. If we 
don’t have the answer here on the net, we have a lot of 
experienced hams in the club that can help. Questions 
can also be submitted on the YAHOO Learning Net web 
page. (https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/ 
HamLearningNet/conversations/topics/376) 


Here you will also find information from past activity that 
you might find of interest. Getting that first Technician 
license? Upgrading to General or Extra? We’re here to 
help. We would encourage those who have been Hams 
for several years to also join us. Your experience and 
input is welcomed. 


What topics would you like to discuss? Join us Wednes- 
day nights, 7:30 PM, 145.490/448.625. (Note: The third 
Wednesday of the month is devoted to the DRC club 
meeting. See the wOtx web site for additional infor- 


mation. wOtx@wo0Otx.org) 


THE ROUNDTABLE 
ARCHIVE 


Scan the QR code or go to http:// 
www.w0tx.org/ 
RoundtableAccessPage.htm 
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WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION 


LMWO L2 SOME RUG POWER WOKS FO? YOU 
www.hamradio.com 
8400 E. Iliff Ave #9, Denver, CO 80231 
303-745-7373 800-444-9476 


24 HOUR FAX 303-745-7394 
e-mail: denver@hamradio.com 


DRC REPEATER COVERAGE MAPS 
BY BILL, W6OAV 


Bill (NOLAJ), our webmaster, has added DRC repeater coverage maps to the DRC website. These maps were 

prepared by me using the freeware software Radio Mobile by Roger Coude (VE2DBE).The maps show the ex- 
pected coverage that a mobile should experience around the repeater. A base station can expect slightly better 
coverage depending on antenna height, gain, etc. 


The statistical reliability of these maps is better than 80%. The maps are based on the very accurate Longley Rice 
Irregular Terrain Model which is useful over the frequency range of 20MHz to 20GHz. Elevation data from the 
Space Shuttle Radar Terrain Mapping Mission (SRTM) at the USGS site is used to generate accurate elevation 
maps of any area. 


The assumptions used for the DRC coverage map calculations are based on the repeater equipment configuration 
and a mobile unit with the following minimum specifications: 


e 25 watt FM transmitter using a standard 1/4 wave vertical on the vehicle roof. 
e Receiver sensitivity of 0.5 microvolt input to achieve a 10 dB (S+N)/N ratio. 
® Coax with 0.5dB loss. 


Your coverage may vary slightly, depending on the mobile radio, antenna gain/installation and the vehicle. Please 
contact me should you find any major discrepancies with the theoretical coverages. 


The coverage maps are available on the WOTX web site at: htip://www.w0Otx.org/repeater_maps.htm. The Radio 
Mobile software is available at: htip://www.cplus.org/rmw/english1.html. 
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My MARITIME MOBILE ANTENNA EXPERIENCE 
By JOHN, KD6VKW oR “SAL M. O’NELLA” 


Wife and | just got back from a cruise to French Polyne- 
sia that first made three stops in Hawaii. In March, | 
asked our travel agent if | could use my ham radio on 
Holland America ships, so he checked and said | could. 


| had first bought an MFJ-9420 but it didn’t seem to be 
doing the job. The tuning wandered a bit and other sta- 
tions said my audio sounded muddy, etc. Two days be- 
fore the cruise, | returned the 9420 to HRO and upgrad- 
ed to a Yeasu FT-817ND. | made sure the new radio 
would go on the air but never really got to play with it. 
The 9420 and 817 are both nominally 5W PEP on SSB. 


| 


20 Meter Dipole From Deck 14 to Deck 12 


In the process of learning various requirements for mar- 
itime mobile, | found advice that the ship’s master also 
needs to give his permission, so | sent him a note about 
me and my gear. He said yes, too. 


Antenna 


| carried my 20m HamStick & counterpoise but | also 
packed a bunch of wire, cable, fittings and ferrites for 
making dipoles. As things turned out, | could never real- 
ly use the HamStick much because the wind over the 
deck was so strong, the HamStick wouldn’t stand up. 
Tying it meant either having it on the open deck, where 
| could trip people or having it near the rail, which de- 
tuned it. 


Operating OTH 


Dipoles to the rescue. First, | tried 10m, on the theory 
that when it’s working, it’s wonderful. However, the sun 
was not cooperating and 10 was quiet. Although | had a 
great match between 28.300 and 28.500, | heard noth- 
ing but a few chirps and squawks, probably from 
onboard. (I verified the absence of bungles by tuning 15 
MHz; WWV/WW'VH blasted in.) 


Next, | hung a premade 20m dipole on deck 12 amid- 
ships about 100 feet above the waterline and the world 
came streaming in. | put my RigExpert AA-54 on it and 
tuned it for resonance near mid-band. | knew I'd have a 
guaranteed QSO or two on the Pacific Seafarers’ Net 
(http:/Awww.pacseanet.com/) at 0300Z on 14.300. 

All the stations in Hawaii could hear me as well as most 
of the stations along the West Coast. | volunteered as a 
relay station for the net and was used several times. 
They understood | could not join the net everyday. They 
are a great bunch, by the way. 


Making a dipole a little longer than necessary is stand- 
ard practice; it can always be trimmed to resonance 
and you’re good. But, what of a temporary dipole that 
never goes in exactly the same place twice? After | dis- 
covered that | needed to regain some lost element 
length, | abandoned the trimming process, altogether. | 
added back some length to both dipole elements and all 
future "trimming" was done by simply rolling the ends 
into tight little circles and securing them with tape, ef- 
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fectively shortening the elements. 


Yes, | considered making the dipole elements easily 
adjustable by attaching telescoping whip elements at 
the ends. Too bad | forgot to pack them. :-( When 20m 
was really good, | was able to work Hawaii, California 
and New Zealand all during the same session. 


Best QSO distance: Polynesia to "Mike" in Maine, 
logged as N1RPP but might be N1RPH. It’s about 5005 
miles from where | was to the center of the state of 
Maine. | haven’t taken the time to exactly geo-locate 
him. He had local noise, so it took some work to get him 
my callsign. 


One time, Ed (ZL4IR) said he had me 5-9 and asked if | 
could reduce power from the nominal 5 watts. | said yes 
and | hit POWER once and announced "LOW THREE." 
He responded that | was fine, so then LOW TWO and 
finally LOW ONE, which | said was 1 watt. He reported 
me as 5-7. He was on South Island, which my ancient 
Garmin GPS-III told me was about 2800 miles away. 
Not bad for 1 watt. Oh, but there’s more: LOW ONE 
isn’t 1 watt. It’s a half watt. | was jazzed! (If | hadn’t had 
the experience, myself, | would throw the B-S flag on 
this story.) 


Additional View of Dipole 


LESSONS LEARNED 


With a structure nearby, get a dipole as nearly perpen- 
dicular as possible to that structure. Also, a continuous 
flat surface is better than a broken surface, like a bulk- 
head with a window in it. Supporting a dipole with an- 
tenna rope seemed better than just stretching it out, self 
-supporting. | will probably re-do my home dipoles. The 
FT-817ND is a wonderful radio. | have just scratched 
the surface of its capabilities. More fun to come. There 
are more hams on a cruise ship than you’d guess and 
they're ready to talk. ~ "Sal" (really KD6VKW) 
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SOLAR UPDATE Moderate storm conditions have been nearly continuously 
BY FRED, AAQJK since. 


NOAA has had some trouble of late getting the daily 45 day 
forecast of solar flux and planetary A index from the Air 
Force. This is because of some issues with moving to new 
servers. Thanks to Robert Steenburgh, ADOIU, who is a space 
scientist at NOAA for keeping us up to date with missing 
data. 


We are also looking forward to Rob’s presentation October 
21* at the DRC club meeting. Our thanks go out to the NO- 
AAs Outreach Program. It’s been a pleasure working with 
them. 


Space Weather Outlook 
21 September - 17 October 2015 


Solar activity is expected to be at low to moderate levels from 
21 Sep - 02 Oct as Region 2420 makes its way across the visi- 
ble disk. Low levels are anticipated from 03-05 Oct. Low to 
moderate levels are likely to return on 06 Oct when Region 
2415 is expected to rotate back into view and remain elevated 
through the end of the forecast period (17 Oct). 


Solar Activity Report September 26, 2015 HELP US OUT 


Space Weather Highlights 


September brings the Autumnal equinox. This should be a 
good time for HF propagation between the Northern and 


Southern Hemispheres. Please help the Denver Radio Club by submitting your 
: favorite Ham Radio websites, including those related to 
But what’s this? contests. 


Have you stumbled upon a Ham’s personal website that 
has lots of interesting content? Let us know, we will share 
it with the members of the DRC. Plus, if the site has ma- 
terial suitable for publication, we will contact the site own- 
er to request publishing the material in our RoundTable. 


Don’t forget to join in Wednesday 
nights at 7:30 p.m. for the 
DRC Learning Net ! 


145.490 / 448.625 Repeaters 


Horseshoe filament eruption flares on September 4" and 5" 
slammed us with huge solar storms that raged for several 
days. These storms kept us at moderate storm level conditions 
nearly continuously through mid-Septembern K-index levels 
September 7" and 8", were in the red at K-6 levels and again 
on the September 10". So much for HF propagation and chas- 
ing DX in September. 


Watch the RoundTable for any changes to 
the Learning Net Schedule. 
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September, 1960 


ELECTION MEETING 
Per. FOR SEPT.: 21 


The following eight members of 
the Denver Radio Club have been 
named by the Nominating Commit- 
tee as candidates for the four 
openings on the board of Directors: 


Chic Cotterell, W2SIN 
Tillie Currington, KORGU 


Russ Hendrickson, K@EPD 
Bernie Jacobs, WOMYB 
Fontaine LaRue, WO2RQI 

Chet Lewis, KOKZJ 
Roy Raney, K2OVQ 
Norv Sample, K@IYC 


NEW CODE OSCILLATOR 
AVAILABLE TO GROUPS 


The Denver Radio Club has acquired a 
large code practice machine which uses 
inked tapes. Designed for large group in- 
struction, the machine is being made avail- 
able to any group of five or more people 
who wish to learn or practice the code. 


Frank Vail, K@HFO, has offered to or- 
ganize the first group. Sessions will be 
held at his home at 1472 Madison St. at any 
time convenient to the participants. Inter- 
ested parties are invited to call Frank at 
FR. 7-1534. 


The September meeting of the Denver 
Radio Club will be headlined by the an- 
nual election of the Board of Directors. In 
accordance with the by-laws of the club, 
four new directors must be selected for the 
eight-man board. Directors serve two-year 
terms, which are staggered so that only 
four memberships expire each year. 

A nominating committee appointed by 
the president has presented a list of eight 
nominees for the four openings. Selection 
will be made by plurality vote of the mem- 
bers present at the September meeting. The 
list of candidates appears in the box at 
left. After selection of four members, of- 
ficers will be elected. 

Traditionally, the names of the out-going 
board members appear in the list of nomi- 
nees. However, two of the out-going mem- 
bers have declined re-nomination. Mike 
Lyons, W@PG, and Ralph Asbury, WOVDY, 
both expressed a desire to step aside to al- 
low room for “new blood” on the board. 

Members of this year’s nominating com- 
mittee were Carl Smith, W@BWJ, Larry 
Hodgson, W@LO, and Frank Wallace, 
KQ@EBV. 

Date of the meeting is September 21 at 
7:30 p.m. Meeting place is Sabin Hall of 
Colorado General Hospital as usual. Re- 
frezhments will be served after the meeting. 


Deadline for The Round Table is the day 
preceding the first Thursday of each 
month. All advertising and copy must be in 
by that time. 
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eee rere eee e were eee ee sree seers eeee ree ese eee reese reeeeeeeer ese see eeeeesresrerereresrereeeeeeseseeeeseeeeeeees 


Vintage Beginnings 


“re Bane Bee 
a iac JE Jee 
6. Tiny PCB parts 

: 17 18 
10 Junkbox item, say ZEEE Eee Bee 
iene ee 
a ae eee 


ie ann eee 


nN 
| & 


17. Irish prefix 


> w 

w te 
NO 
co 


36 137 738 [39 
18.__-VOX ft 86a 
psa CORRECT 
maker rl 


ERE 6 
22. VUA island te aes 


20. Heathkit Novice rig 


24. Azimuth 90 


26. What a lid is, for 
example 


"| a 

a neal il 
27. Best Yagi spacing 
31. Pick up, on the bands, 
say 


34. OE peaks 
35. 487 group 
40. This puzzle's theme 


o> on 

Np > 
eS 
o 


54. ER land 


57. Popular Novice rig 


43. "Get lost!" 69. New Englander hams 21. Tit for 48. AC-1 maker 
44. What a poor CW filter 70. -Uda 23. Physicist Paul 49. Group of 13 
does 71. Hex 25. Ponderous one 50. Trombone part 
45. SU river 27. Drift, as an odor 51. What an amplifier in 
46. rm emi Down 28. Hip bones standby does 
amplifier - to a DXer, say : ‘hasan 
e . sal . f 1. Took to court 29. P5-land (abbr.) 53. Char. code 
- You feed an ant. with Ij racaliernative ; 

aad ev epeak teas 2. Windows alternative $0: "To tes in'old Reme 55. Z lead-ins 
it, very generally speaking Tom Volt 
52. VU royal YL - Amps per VO 32. Duck: (in DL) 56. Opera solo 

4. Cooper maker " Pat 58. Quad element 

33. "Got it! . 
5 


- High points reexpectati 
eee 35. Natural ground system 59+ QSL mgr's expectation 


(and tube) of the 50's 6. Kills, asa dragon 36. FIGS partner 60. Part of IARU (abbr.) 
62. Like Darth Vader 7. Restroom sign 37. VE3 lake - Controlled a Novice's 
63. 2006 contest held in naeiemaet kaa 38. PJ title snipe 


PY 9. RF effect os 64. Welding type - was 
39. Ceramic insulators, say heliarc. once 


65. Label on a wattmeter 10. Song of praise ; ; 
41. Sierra follower 
66. Give up 11. JA cartoon art ‘ : This puzzle is provide courtesy of Chris : 
f _ 42. Phi follower Codella - W2PA. The URL for his website is | 
67. Unlucky number, in 12. Restore a PS, say AG ietedeaD http://www.w2pa.com. The solution for the 
Rome 13. Drake Novice ‘ — plese leon page id. 
5s : 47. Halves of thirds 
68. Plantain lily transmitter 


Beem wm wre meee eer meme eee eee e ee ee eee seen e esses esereeeeer eee reese ese see eecesresrerereeseseeresresresrseseeeeeenes 
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FACT OF THE DAY 


Solar Flares 


Solar flares are incredibly powerful solar explo- 

sions that release a force equal to 100 hurricanes or 
so within a period of tens of minutes. The process is 
not fully understood, but it is believed that strong and 
wildly-twisted magnetic-flux that is known to exist near 
sunspots is the power source. Depending on the direc- 
tion of a flare discharge, high-amplitude x-ray energy 
and ultraviolet photons may strike Earth about eight 
minutes later, followed by large quantities of high- 
energy particles several hours later. These radiations 
increase ionospheric ionization, increasing the absorp- 
tion of signals in the lower part of the high-frequency 
spectrum and creating unusual DX opportunities at 
higher frequencies. 


©2005 Martek, International. All rights reserved. 


THE ROUNDTABLE ARCHIVE 
Have you been looking for a back issue of the 
Roundtable? Many are available on the DRC web 
site. 


http://www.w0tx.org/RoundtableAccessPage.htm 


October 2015 
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ELMER SESSION START TIME 


The Elmer Session Starts at 6 p.m. 
before the regular 3rd Wednesday DRC Meeting! 


Come out and join in on the sharing of information. 


PAST & FUTURE PROPAGATION CONDITIONS 


By Bill, WEOAV 


The charts below show the Solar Flux and “A” indexes for last month and the forecast for this month’s Solar Flux 


index. 


Refer to the September 2010 Roundtable for more complete information on interpreting these charts. Issues of 
the Roundtable are available at http://www.woOtx.org/RoundtableAccessPage.htm. 


SEPTEMBER PROPAGATION INDEXES 
130 60 


—A-INDFX 50 


OCTOBER SOLAR FLUX FORECAST 


yo 22 22 3 4 19 6 oF Ie/ ts Ao 2: 2 23 28 o> 2% 27 2 3% U 
\ poy 
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Up COMING EVENTS 
HAMFESTS & CONVENTIONS 


The following are the HAMfests & Conventions which 
have been registered with the ARRL so far. More infor- 
mation can be found on www.arrl.org/hamfests. 


2015 


11/07/2015 | 2015 Fall TechFest 


Location: Lakewood, CO 
Sponsor: 285 TechConnect Radio Club 
Website: htip://naOtc.org 


Up CominG Contests NEW 


The following are the Contests not sponsored by the 
ARRL. Please submit information for inclusion in future 
issues. 


2015 


California QSO Party 


Starts: October 3, 2015 - 1600 UTC 
Ends: October 4, 2015 2200 UTC 
Sponsor: Northern California Contest Club 
Website: http://www.caqp.org/index.html 


Pennsylvania QSO Party 


Starts: October 10, 2015 - 1600 UTC 
Ends: October 11, 2015 2200 UTC 
Sponsor: Nittany Amateur Radio Club 


Website: http://www.nittany-arc.net/PAQSO.html 


Arizona QSO Party 


Starts: October 10, 2015 - 1600 UTC 
Ends: October 11, 2015 2200 UTC 
Sponsor: ARRL Arizona Section / Catalina Radio Club 


Website: http://www.azqsoparty.org/rules.html 
lowa QSO Party 


Starts: October 17, 2015 - 1400 UTC 
Ends: October 17, 2015 2300 UTC 
Sponsor: Ottumwa 

Website: http://www.wa0dx.org/IAQSO/ 


October 2015 
2016 


02/07/2016 | The Swapfest 


Location: Brighton, CO 

Sponsor: Aurora Repeater Assn., Cherry Creek Young 
ARC, & Rocky Mountain Ham Radio 

Website: http://www.nOara.org 


05/13/2016 | Rocky Mountain Division Convention 
(HamCon Colorado) 


Location: Keystone, CO 
Sponsor: HamCon Colorado 
Website: http://www.hamconcolorado.org 


South Dakota QSO Party 


Starts: October 17, 2015 - 1800 UTC 
Ends: October 18, 2015 1800 UTC 
Sponsor: South Dakota QSO Party 


Website: http://www.kbOwsw.com/SDQP/ 


New York State QSO Party 


Starts: October 17, 2015 - 1400 UTC 
Ends: October 18, 2015 0200 UTC 
Sponsor: Rochester DX Association 
Website: http://rdxa.com/ny-qso-party/ 


Illinois QSO Party 


Starts: October 18, 2015 - 1700 UTC 
Ends: October 19, 2015 0100 UTC 
Sponsor: Western Illinois Amateur Radio Club 


Website: http://www.w9awe.org/ILQP2015.htm! 


Contest Websites 


ARRL Contest Calendar 
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar 


WA7BNM Contest Calendar 
http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/ 


SM3SER Contest Service 
http://www.sk3bqg.se/contest/ 


Contesting Dot Com 
http://www.contesting.com/ 
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OcTOBER 2015 DRC Net Sunday’s at 8:30 p.m. on 145.490 / 448.625 (No PL) 


Wednesday Thursday Saturday 
145.490 / 448.625 
(No PL) 

20 


14 

Learning Net 7:30 p.m. 
145.490 / 448.625 

(No PL) 


12 

New mocn 
19 
ARRL 


School Club Roundup 
Begins 1300 UTC 


24 

ARRL 

School Club Roundup 
Ends 2359 UTC 


Fit quarter 


28 31 
Learning Net 7:30 p.m. ARRL 
145.490 / 448.625 EME 50 - 1296 MHz 


@ (No PL) Begins 1300 UTC 


Full moo~ 
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DRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


President WOGV 
Vice-President KOHTX 
Secretary WWOLF 
Treasurer KOTOR 
Board Member ACOUA 
Board Member KBOA 
Board Member ADOGX 
Board Member KOLAI 


Gerry Villhauer 
Dave Gillespie 
Orlen Wolf 

Jim Beall 

Jason Smallwood 
Bryan Steinberg 
Kevin Schmidt 


Larry Irons 


DRC STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 


Trustee WWOLF 
Net Control KOTOR 
EmComm Coordinator WOJMC 
TSA Coordinator KAOBBQ 
Membership KCOCZ 
Club Librarian WGON 
VE Team KC2CAG 
Swapfest Manager KBOA 
Field Day ACOUA 
Tech. Committee Chair W60AV 
Benevolent 

RT Editor NOHI 

RT Assoc. Editor W60AV 
Education AAQJK 
Web Master NOLAJ 


DRC REPEATERS 


Orlen Wolf 

Jim Beall 

Jack McComb 
Barry Wilson 
Bob Willson 
Dave Baysinger 
Tom Kocialski 
Bryan Steinberg 
Jason Smallwood 
Bill Rinker 
Carolyn Wolf 


Jessie King 
Bill Rinker 


Fred Hart 
Bill Hester 


303-467-0223 
303-795-8225 
303-279-6264 
303-798-2351 
Check Roster 
303-987-9596 
720-641-5920 
303-763-8112 


303-279-6264 
303-798-2351 
303-885-9098 
Check Roster 
303-659-0517 
303-987-0246 
720-284-1911 
Check Roster 
Check Roster 
Check Roster 
303-330-0721 


720-427-2992 
Check Roster 


303-420-3536 
Check Roster 


w0gv@hotmail.com 
kOhtx@comcast.net 
owolf@mines.edu 
kOtor@arrl.net 

Check Roster 
bryan@kb0a.com 
kschmidt@westmetrofire.org 
Check Roster 


owolf@mines.edu 
kOtor@arrl.net 
w0jmc@arrl.net 
kaObbq@arrl.net 
kcOcz@comcast.net 
wgOn@arrl.net 
kc2cag@arrl.net 
drcfest@wo0tx.org 
sjason67@msn.com 
Check Roster 
Contact Orlen - owolf@mines.edu 


nOhi@arrl.net 
Check Roster 


elmer@w0tx.org 
Check Roster 


BAND Freq / Shift / PL Tone Additional Information 


6m 
Packet 
2m 
2m 
2m 
1.25m 
70cm 
70cm 
70cm 
70cm 
70cm 


53.090MHz (-1MHz) 107.2Hz PL 
145.05MHz<>14.105MHz 
145.490MHz (-) 100Hz PL 
147.330MHz (+) 100Hz PL 
147.330MHz (+) 131.8Hz PL 
224.380MHz ( 
( 
( 
( 


-) 100Hz PL 
447.825MHz (-) DCS~073; NB 12.5; +/- 2.5 
448.625MHz (-) 100Hz PL 
449.350MHz (-) 100Hz PL 


449.775 MHz (-) 100Hz PL 
446.7875MHz (-) 


Usable by Technicians on 2 meters. See January 2015 RoundTable. 
Linked to the 70cm - 448.625MHz machine. 
Local Area, Members Auto-Patch Does Not TX a PL! 


Test Mode Operation. Send signal reports to Tech Committee. 


Saint Anthony’s Note: This is a narrow band repeater requiring DCS. 
Linked to the 2m - 145.490MHz machine. 


Wide area coverage with Echolink Node # 4140. 


Yaesu Fusion Digital / Analog, 100 Hz Tone Required for Analog. 
MotoTRBO Repeater | Slot 1-— DMR-MARC WW, Slot 2 — Local 


Epriror’s Note © 2007 - 2015 Denver Radio Club; All Rights Reserved; Articles in the RT may be reprinted with permission for non-commercial 


or educational use only. 


DRC members - this is your newsletter. Please email your club or amateur radio related suggestions to the editor. Members are the heart of The Denver 
Radio Club, so if you have an expertise or an interest in a particular segment of ham radio that you'd like to write about, you may email your submissions to 


nOhi@arrl.net. The submission deadline is the 20th of the Month. 
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